MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING


	Kopeks per squar<
	; metre per month


	Managed by Mossoviet
	Managed by Co-operatives

Administration . Repairs    . Sundry
	33 43 30
	33 30 30

TOTAL   .
	1 06
	93

I was informed that the rental averaged 4-7 per cent of
the income of the highest wage-earner in the family. Gener-
ally speaking, it seemed to vary between 2 and 7 per cent;
in the case of an architect with 28 square metres for himself
and his wife, the rent amounted to 2 per cent of his income.

In the case of the building co-operatives the rent is cal-
culated quite differently. In the first place, a low interest
on capital has to be paid, as well as a sinking fund; in the
second place, the whole of the outgoings are worked out and
divided by the total square metres in the housing unit; the
charge per square metre is uniform for all tenants without
allowances of any kind. In spite of the small capital charge,
the rent in the only building co-operative house that I
visited was only slightly over the normal figure of one rouble
per square metre.

One other interesting point about rents is the following.
In spite of the desperate shortage of houses rents do not go
up as they would certainly do in a capitalist society. Sub-
letting and profiteering by individuals is strictly prohibited.
There are indeed rumours that something in the nature of key
money is common and that flats can be got by bribery; in
view of the desperate shortage it would be surprising if there
were not some underhand dealings of this sort. But, broadly
speaking, there is no doubt whatever that in spite of the fact
that thousands of people in Moscow would be only too glad to
pay higher rents for better accommodation, the level of rents
is kept rigidly at the point which is necessary to pay for the
outgoings.
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